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This season’s weather has not been ideal, but I hope everyone has enjoyed their 
summer with family and friends.  The King Family put on another wonderful Pig Roast 
on August 5 and the weather cooperated to allow for another great fireworks display 
(thank you Dave and Cathy) and the Band played on to the enjoyment of everyone.  We 
also had another very successful Summerfest, thanks to Cathy McKenzie and her group 
of hard-working volunteers. Too bad the rain couldn’t have waited another 2 hours.  A 
huge thank you goes out to the Seymours for providing us with an ideal venue for our 
Summerfest.  Fred and Carolyn have converted their barn into an ideal location for our 
summer party that allowed our Silent Auction Team to setup shop under cover in the 
barn.  We truly were appreciative of having that option available to us.  We are so 
fortunate to have such a generous group of cottage/home owners that help us all really 
enjoy our time at Paint Lake. 

This year our Area Directors handed out fridge magnets and two letters helping us 
understand how our   annual dues are allocated and making sure we know there is no 
daytime burning and that Township bylaws are here to help us enjoy our time at the 
lake.  I want to thank our Area Directors for their efforts in reaching out to the 
cottage/home owners in their areas.  It is always a challenge for them as all of us are 
not up here at the same time.  Well done, Team. (For those who have not yet made the 
connection your 2017 dues cheque ($40 – payable to Paint Lake Ratepayers Assoc.) 
can be mailed to Att. Karen Brigden, P.O. Box 519, Dorset ON  P0A 1E0). 

Please note that we have our 3rd annual car rally coming up Saturday, September 23, at 
the McComb’s cottage on Bellwood Acres Road.  The registration and starting point will 
be at the Paint Lake Cemetery on Paint Lake Road.  Cathy put together a reminder that 
we emailed to everyone on our email list to register on or before September 8 to allow 
the organizers (Browns, Hancocks, McCombs) to put the final touches on the food and 
plans for the rally.  This is always a fun day for all who participate. 

Attached you will find our AGM notes from August 5 and once again I encourage 
everyone to be considerate, courteous neighbours. 

Best regards, 

Tom    

   



Paint Lake Ratepayers Association 
      Annual Meeting- August 5, 2017 

President Tom Swain called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM with a quorum (and packed house) of 57 in 
attendance. 

1) Tom welcomed everyone and introduced new residents Anne and Matt Sims who were in attendance. 
Other new lake residents (who were not in attendance) were noted as Irka Grant, Mike Wellesley, Tom 
Thompson and Denny and Darlene VanTyghem.  

Guests recognized were Councilor Nancy Tapley, Collin Reaney and Dorset Fire Department members 
Dan Flynn, District Chief Station 60 Dorset and Mike Cavanaugh, Fire Chief Algonquin Highlands. 

A moment of silence followed for Gail Fiore and George Chaikowsky – both had passed away since our 
last AGM. 

2) Karen Brigden spoke to our financial results which were pretty much on budget enhanced by revenues
from the Summerfest fundraising effort. Karen also introduced our 2017-18 Budget which was distributed at the 
meeting and is enclosed. After discussion Karen asked that both documents be accepted.

Motion:
To accept the 2016-17 Financial Report & 2017-18 Budget         Paul Lanctot, Roz Cawthorne, carried 

3) Approval of 2016-2017 AGM Minutes 

Motion: To accept the 2016-2017 minutes as distributed with the October 2016 Newsletter. 
 Roz Cawthorne, Randy McNaught, carried 

4) Guest Speaker Councilor Nancy Tapley talked of the importance of Lake Associations to the 
District. She then briefed us on the tornado that touched down yesterday in the Huntsville area and 
indicated that, with climate change, comes stronger and more extreme weather. She also talked of 
the importance to be neighborly and protecting our lakes and loons. 

Points of Concern: 
 She noted the Mayor’s long standing concern, that we are paying far more than our share for 

OPP costs and encouraged all to send our objections to Kathleen Wynn. 
 The Fire Department is struggling with dwindling volunteers because of required training. 
 If you want high speed internet (ie. fiber service), contact Jennifer Pilon at the Township Office. 

Nancy will follow up on government literature that states golf cart road usage is a community 
decision. 

Bellwood Acres Road is prepared for slurry sealing next year. The seasonal part beyond the 
Zwaal’s was described as a disgrace but got little support from the Councilor because of the many 
other Township road priorities. 

5) Gary Ewart is our coordinator with the Muskoka Lakes Association and FOCA.  
M.L.A. - Push your M.P.P. to press the District of Muskoka to follow the fair cost sharing model for 
allocating policing costs for us. All the power is with the towns right now (ie.be prepared for ever 
increasing taxes here due to huge infrastructure costs and the disproportionate costs for OPP). 

FOCA is working on several fronts and advise: 
 Climate change will bring more severe storms, water fluctuations, algae blooms, threat of 

fires and impact fish populations. Asian carp are a big threat so watch the bait fish used  
 Make sure you contact your Insurance Company before renting as you may not be covered 
 Septic systems- Get them pumped out every 3-5 years (depending on usage), do not drive 

or build over them 
 Check township regulations before construction  
 For more info on cottage questions go to  foca.on.ca  



6) Collin Reaney gave a report on the Health Care HUB. They now have over 300 patients with a 
total of 2,780 visits. 30% are diagnosed as chronic or complex. 69 home care visits have been 
made to those who cannot access the clinic.

They have doubled to 4 the number of people for the summer period to enable Saturday service 
and meet demand.  The HUB provides preventative health care, education and programs to help 
patients co-manage their care and access to social services.  

Cottagers and visitors can receive episodic care of minor injuries and infections, blood work etc. 
Call 705-766-0866 to get an appointment. Go on line and research Dorset Community Health HUB 
for further information. For acute care and emergencies call 911 

7) Dorset Fire Department members Dan Flynn, and Mike Cavanaugh talked of the new 
equipment at the station and then reminded us all of the need for smoke alarms anywhere people 
sleep. They emphasized that there is no day time burning (but people can still have a small fire for 
cooking in the evening) unless a ban is declared, in which case no fire is allowed. Penalties for 
causing a property fire are severe! Fines start at $450 per hour for a firetruck and you do not want 
to consider having to pay for an aircraft.

The Fire Department also acts as first responders. Gary Ewart gave high praise for the service his 
family recently received. 

8) Tom Swain’s President Report is attached. Tom expressed excitement for the number of new 
people on the lake and for how that speaks of our community. He reviewed steps taken to help 
residents and renters both be a responsible neighbour and pointed out some excellent articles in 
the Muskoka Magazine regarding the same subject. A wonderful article on one of our resident 
artists, Peter Kourtz, and his wind sculptures was also noted. 

9) Nominations:
Candidates for president were asked for (from the floor) with none forthcoming. 
Motion: Moved to re-elect Tom Swain as President for another term: 

Stuart Cawthorne, seconded by Randy McNaught, carried.  

Again, with no nominations from the floor all other Executive and Area Director positions were 
accepted by consensus. Your slate of volunteers is as follows 

Tom Swain  President 
Gary Ewart  V.P 
Karen Brigden  Treasurer 
Ron Doyle  Secretary 
Paul Lanctot   Member at Large 

 Committee Chairs:
 Social Director Cathy MacKenzie 
 Beautification Comm. Ardith Symmes 
 Safety Steward Gary Ewart 
 Lake Steward  Ted Hancocks 

Area directors: 
 Dave Beynon  East Bay 
 Doug McKeown Gant’s Bay 
 Gary Ewart  South Thompson’s Bay 
 Dennis Seguin Carnathan Bay 
 Paul Lanctot  Norton’s Lane 
 Randy McNaught Inawendawin Road 
 Ted Hancocks South/East Shore  

10) Eric Campbell and Dana Sinclair talked about our recent Web and Facebook efforts: Visit our 
Paint Lake website to see the new format and participate- you can add material and give input to 
make the site more useful - talk to Eric at eric@autocol.com.



Dana indicated Facebook participation on our site is now 240 but is reaching approx. 2,000 
reads. Joanne Kourtz has greatly added to interest with her many community photos and an event 
page. When you look for the site, look for our “Paint Lake” as there are other similar entries that 
can make it confusing. 

We are assessing the possibility of a buy/sell section for the use of Paint Lake residents. This will 
be monitored closely for appropriateness to our member needs - Look for it! Please note there is 
also a Dorset Buy/Sell group available on Facebook. 

T Shirts/Apparel sales were small in the last year due mainly to the high cost associated with the 
fall in the Canadian dollar vs. that of the U.S. Dana has found a new vendor in Toronto with 
Canadian products, called T-shirt Elephant. Samples are forthcoming and options and designs will 
be posted on Facebook. Our Facebook and website pages will be updated when our new source is 
activated. (Interest shown in potential products, at the Summerfest next day, was encouraging)

11) Creek Update: Stefan Zwaal and Mark McLennan have taken over responsibility for keeping the 
creek navigable. Stefan indicated that he and Mark, under the supervision of MNRF, were allowed 
to move away brush and cut trees to allow passage before spawning season and would be able to 
do further clearing after that time. Signage and duck decoys have been added to guide boats 
through the channel and to remind all that speed is “no wake”- i.e. idle throttle. The creek is 
navigable again! 

A little history - The creek used to be much deeper. Boat speed has caused the banks to erode with the 
mud/sand now filling the centre channel. Logs and debris are now being tied to the banks to slow the 
erosion and further actions are being considered – but the main issue remains   

12) Lake Stewart, Ted Hancocks presented the Water Quality Report: Overall water quality is very good 
with E.coli not evident in 14 of 15 samples taken. (For reference our highest E.coli was 3 ml/100ml. Lakes 
are closed at 100 parts/100ml) 

We do have coliform though, a product of bird and animal feces. While not as serious a concern as E.coli 
it does make the water undrinkable without purification. (83 was our highest coliform reading vs 
1,000/100ml to close a lake. The area affected will be notified.) 

13) Cathy McKenzie spoke to the upcoming Aug 6th Summerfest and the exciting program. Cathy and her 
crew have put a lot of work into making this year’s program a success. There are not only the kid’s events 
but things for adults too. The Silent Auction is bigger than ever with donated items including several 
pieces of art work. Cathy noted the special effort of Betty Swain. The theme is “Its Canada’s 150th

Birthday”. 

Our annual Fall Car Rally is scheduled for September the 23rd starting at the Paint Lake Cemetery and 
ending at the McComb cottage (1229 Bellwood Acres Road). This is a fun event that is getting more 
popular every year and ends with a party. More later! 

14) Dave King again invited everyone to the King Pig Roast that evening noting that the theme this year is 
“umbrellas and rain boots”. Joke aside he encouraged everyone to come out as they have ordered food 
for 350. A super fireworks display will be put on, compliments of Dave McKenzie, and a band is to play 
until 1:00 PM. 

15) Barb Kostenuk spoke on behalf of the Dorset Museum. They are in need of $250,000 to add a fire safe 
room to keep their history records. Donations of $50 or more will get a tax receipt. Cheques should be 
written to Dorset Heritage Museum, Special Funds, Box 111, Dorset ON (Information will be posted on 
our Facebook page) 

16) Motion to adjourn at 11:59 AM      Joe Redshaw, Pat Zwaal, carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Ron Doyle 



President’s Report – AGM      
August 5, 2017 

We have welcomed a number of new families on the lake and there has been lots of activity on 
renovations and new construction this year.  It is very exciting to see that families who have 
been on the lake for many years are now having their siblings buy cottages/vacation homes of 
their own.  This speaks volumes for the wonderful lake and community we have.  

We continue to be visible with our Lake of Bays Township and Dorset, especially as it relates to 
Community events and the Health Hub. 

We also see and hear of more rental property available on the lake which leads me to our pro-
active decision to advise all of us about by-laws, daytime burning and other reminders.  All of 
the Area Directors hand delivered packages to all cottage/property owners that included a fridge 
magnet, “Be a Considerate Neighbour” and “How our Membership dues are distributed”.  The 
feedback I have received has been very positive.   

You will see that a very good article on Cottage Associations was written and appears in the 
August edition of Muskoka Life magazine.  It is nice to read that Cottage Associations are very 
helpful in protecting Muskoka.  It references the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association 
(FOCA), of which we are members, and how important it is to maintain natural shorelines to 
protect the gorgeous landscape and maintain our clean water.  Gary Ewart is our overall point 
person with FOCA and Dean Franklin is our FOCA contact as it relates specifically to invasive 
species.  We have a very clean lake, but it is important to have a contact person who will work 
with FOCA on any siting of invasive species.  You can reference the FOCA website for further 
information, or contact Dean directly. 

As I am sure you all know, we have a Ministry of Environment(MOE) Dorset Environmental 
Science Centre on our lake that has state-of-the-art scientific instruments for water samples 
collected from Muskoka Lakes(one of which is Paint Lake) to provide much needed research 
data that is used across Ontario when studying lake health.  Ted Hancocks, our Lake Steward, 
and previously Peter Kourtz are familiar with the Research Centre and take water samples from 
our lake for testing.  There is a very informative article on the Research Centre in Unique 
Muskoka, August 2017 magazine. 

I would like to thank our Board, Area Directors, various Committee heads, numerous volunteers, 
as well as those looking after our Facebook and Website interests for all the effort given over 
the past year. With all this support we feel we are well-positioned to maintain the high quality 
lake experience we all want. 

Once again, please be respectful of our fellow cottagers and home owners to ensure everyone’s 
safety and enjoyment on Paint Lake. 
Best regards, 

Tom



Financials:

2016/2017 2016/2017 2017/2018
Budget Actual Budget

March 31st End March 31st End March 31st End

Opening Balance from Previous Year 5,264.91 5,264.91 6,910.75

INCOME
Membership Dues 4,500.00 4,320.00 4400
Summerfest -Fund Raising 500.00 1,800.80 1500
                      -Food Donations, Misc Sales 350.00 410.93 400
History Books 200.00
Misc
TOTAL INCOME 5,550.00 6,531.73 6,300.00

EXPENSES
Operation expenses 500.00 30.00 200
Newsletters and related costs 500.00 370.40 350
F.O.C.A. membership 535.00 531.25 535
Donations- Dorset Fire Dept 500.00 500.00 500
                  - Nurse Practitoner Pledge 500.00 500.00 500
                  - Enviromental 226.82
                  - Huntsville Hosp 300
                  - Bracebridge Hosp 300
Paint Lake Beautification 500.00 500
General Liability Insurance 1,211.00 1,210.68 1220
Senior Centre Meeting Room 75.00 75.00 75
Summerfest/ Fun Day 1,500.00 1,441.74 1500
Water Testing 0.00 300
History Books, Lake plan
Community & Bridge Plaques 700.00

Total Expense 6,521.00 4,885.89 6,521.00

Actual Gain / Loss for year -971.00 1,645.84 -221.00

Actual Bank Balance at End of Year 4,293.91 6,910.75 6,689.75


