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The highlight of our August 1st long weekend Annual Summerfest was our “Big Top Circus”. It was enjoyed by 
a large turnout of Members and Guests.  Cathy MacKenzie and her band of tireless volunteers came together for 
a fun afternoon at Nori and Steve Vollmer’s property on Speers Road.  The weather cooperated and Gary Ewart 
kept everything in order with his commentary throughout.  Betty oversaw the Silent Auction table and the kid’s 
loonie and toonie tables.  Melissa was extremely popular with her face-painting table, and busy all afternoon. 
The pie baking contest was well received and Deb Richardson was the winner with her delicious lemon 
meringue pie.  Many of us enjoyed samples of all the pies after the judging was completed.  The Buskers 
Family came prepared to make sure we were all entertained and stayed longer than planned to encourage many 
in the crowd to try their hand at some of the juggling techniques used during their exhibition.  Dana Sinclair 
was there with some samples of our Paint Lake Apparel line(s), and Dean Franklin was busy at the BBQ with 
the burgers and hot dogs.  A big thank you to Marlene McNaught and Carol Ewart for making sure the food line 
was moving and that everyone was getting what they wanted on their burgers and dogs.  The flyboarding 
instructional session with Logan King was very well received. Thanks Logan for your terrific instruction 
sessions.  This event was compliments of Dave MacKenzie and the list of interested people extensive.  Dave 
had his hands full making sure everyone who signed up had an opportunity to try their skill level behind the 
Seadoo.  Once again Cathy, a huge thank you from everyone who attended.  Please contact Cathy at 
catmackenzie23@gmail.com to join her Volunteer Team for next year... the more help we have the easier it is 
for everyone. 

This past weekend we completed, our 6th annual Car Rally.  It was a huge success and everyone quite enjoyed 
themselves.  Jen and Ron Doyle planned the route with help from the Swains and the Brigdens.  There were 11 
cars with a total of 12 teams.  We all met back at Deb and Moe’s cottage on Paint Lake Road where we enjoyed 
a wonderful pot luck dinner (32 Paint Lakers and friends).  Gathered around the fire pit, Bob Brigden took 
everyone through the questions and responses in his usual humorous way. Thanks so much to Deb and Moe for 
being such gracious hosts.  The Kourtzs took top prize and Denny and Darlene VanTyghem were the proud 
recipients of the last place team metal plaque to be displayed prominently on their property until next year. 

We have a few changes to announce with our Management Group:   
Cathy McConnell has joined our Board as Member-at-large.  Cathy will also be our Area Director for 
South/East Shore.  She is replacing Ted Hancocks.
Ted will be devoting his time as Lake Steward and making sure our water testing is running efficiently 
with the introduction of our new monitoring program.   
Paul Lanctot, Norton’s Lane Area Director, will be adding Carnathan Bay and the 16 members we have 
in that area. Dennis Seguin was our previous Area Director.
Bob Brigden will be our Vice President effective now and Gary Ewart will continue as our South 
Thompson’s Bay Area Director. 

Please note the attached Aug 3, 2019 AGM Minutes, President’s Report and Financial Report. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer and looking forward to a beautiful Fall at Paint Lake and area. 

Best regards, 

Tom 



Paint Lake Ratepayers Association 
      Annual Meeting - August 3, 2019 

President Tom Swain called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM with a quorum of 25 owners and 29 in total 
attendance. 

1) Tom welcomed everyone, introduced the board and recognized new cottage residents Nick & Kristy Ahola, 
Steve Dickson and Peter & Michelle Beynon. Bob & Mary Wilson, members for several years, have become 
permanent residents. 

Guests recognized to speak were Mayor Terry Glover, Collin Reaney for the HUB and Dorset Fire Department 
member Dan Flynn (District Chief Station 60 Dorset). 
A moment of silence followed for our departed Bea Jackson, Chuck Reed and any other Paint Laker we have 
not been made aware of. 

2) Approval of 2018 AGM Minutes: 
Motion: To accept the 2018 minutes as distributed with the September 2018 Newsletter-  

Moved by Cathy McConnell, seconded by Bob Brigden, carried 

3) Ron Doyle spoke on behalf of Karen Brigden re our financial results. Revenues were on budget while 
expenses were down because of an uncashed FOCA cheque and because of non-donations to hospitals 
that had been budgeted. The 2019-2020 budget is in line with 2018-2019 actuals with the exception that 
we will ensure the FOCA current year payment, plan donations to the hospitals and intend slightly more 
spending on the Summerfest to continue attract more teen participation.

Motion: To accept the 2018-19 Financial Report & 2019-20 Budget-  
Moved by Bob Brigden, seconded by Cathy McKenzie, carried. 

4) Mayor Terry Glover addressed the group emphasizing collaboration and the need for feedback to his 
organization if you want changes. He says we need to push for a local to fill in the vacant council seat, to 
be aware that the Ford provincials want to designate Muskoka as one city which will minimize input to a 
very diverse area and to be aware of the potential funding cuts and downloads to local areas affecting 
flood control, healthcare and attainable housing. 

The Frost Centre has deteriorated to an extent that it is cheaper to tear down than to rehab. It is important 
to hear of complaints regarding Air B & B’s as this is coming up as an agenda item.

5) Eric Campbell reviewed our Paint Lake website. 
Asked if there was any content people wanted to add to the site 
Reminded everyone that they could get Paint Lake email addresses that are forwarded to their own 
addresses
Asked about additional functionality options like a gallery or private discussion area 
Will add a “no feeding wildlife” page to the site 

Update from Dana Sinclair:
@PaintLake Facebook (Facebook.com/paintlake) page:
Likes and Follows keep growing. We have 328 likes as of Aug. 7th and 343 followers. Visitor 
posts are welcome on FB page and are re-shared in our feed. Thank you to Joanne Kourtz for 
assisting in page moderation and content sharing. 
@Paint_Lake Instagram (Instagram.com/paint_lake) page has 169 followers 



Paint Lake Trading Co. Swag and Apparel shop located at urstore.ca/canvas All products can be 
customized and sized as you wish. Dana has some shop sample items to sell which will be posted 
on Facebook soon 
Note e-Transfer set up for Lake Association dues: send to treasurer@paintlake.com & include 
your Paint Lake address in transfer notes 

Questions & comments can be directed to Dana@paintlake.com

6) Dorset Fire Department member Dan Flynn noted that although they are situated in Algonquin, they 
also service Lake of Bays in our area. We should be aware that the rules re having camp fires does differ 
in the two areas and that we should consult the District of Muskoka website re our burn rules. They again 
emphasized that there is no day time burning (but people can still have a small fire for cooking in the 
evening) unless a ban is declared, in which case no fire is allowed. Penalties for causing a property fire are 
severe! Fines start at $450 per hour for a firetruck and you do not want to consider having to pay for an 
aircraft.

To report a fire call 911- identification of Algonquin Station 60 may help. 

They thanked us for our $500 donation which will support fire suppression efforts and equipment 
upgrades.

7) Collin Reaney again gave another very informative update on the HUB. They now have 550+ patients, 
30% of which are chronic. They have permanent government funding for 60% of costs (a Nurse 
Practitioner and a staff member) and cover the rest with charitable donations e.g. additional staffing for 
the summer and other service and equipment needs. 

Fund raising is an ongoing effort- $110,000 has been raised so far this year but help is still needed. Our 
association presented a donation cheque for $500 on your behalf. 

8) Ted Hancocks, our Lake Steward, reviewed our process for evaluating water quality and its deficiencies. 
We do get varying results and so Ted has identified a company (Aquatic Environmental) who will take 
our water samples and evaluate them for about the same cost as our current glass plate method. 

With able assistance from Don Brown they did sample 22 sites (with the plate method) and will notify 
those where high counts of coliform and E. coli were found. They will retest this fall using Aquatic 
Environmental. 

9) Tom, on behalf of Stefan Zwaal, noted that markers have been added on the Lake of Bays end of the 
Paint Lake Creek where the low water level makes navigating the creek a challenge. His team will 
continue to move debris out of the channel area and open up the beaver dams. 

10) Tom Swain’s President Report is attached: Tom recognized our Volunteers by name and thanked them 
for all their efforts on behalf of our organization. Brenda Finnie has volunteered as Area Director (East 
Bay) replacing Dave Beynon who stepped down this year. Welcome Brenda and many thanks to Dave for 
his many years serving our community. 

Tom noted the importance of FOCA to our community on many important issues from water quality to 
taxes and Tom urged us all to be proactive when it comes to following fire directives and to be aware 
of the OPP enforced NO WAKE within 30 meters of the shore line. 

11) As Safety Steward Gary Ewart spoke of Safe Quiet Lakes and gave handouts on Boaters Code and a 
Vessel Ownership sticker. 



12) Social Committee: Tom introduced Cathy McKenzie with particular recognition to her and her team for 
all the work put into the upcoming Summerfest with its theme “Big Top Circus”. Cathy spoke about the 
function to be held the next day with all its wonderful attractions for kids and adults alike - buskers, 
guitarist, flyboarding, pie baking etc.

Cathy thanked the Vollmers for all their support and for hosting the event.

The car rally is slated for Sept 14, 2019 at Deb Jacklin/ Moe Kuzyk’s cottage. It’s a great event, please 
register and come. 

13) Nominations:
The need for new blood was again discussed. Cathy McConnel and Bob Brigden both stepped forward 
offering their services. 

Motion: To elect Cathy McConnell to the board as Member at Large.  
     Moved by Ron Doyle, seconded by Bob Brigden, carried 
Motion: To elect Bob Brigden to the board as Member at Large.
     Moved by Tom Swain, seconded by Gary Ewart, carried

Discussion on leadership roles to follow. 

The current board and Area Directors:  Area directors: 
Tom Swain  President   Brenda Finnie  East Bay 
Gary Ewart  V.P   Doug McKeown Gant’s Bay 
Karen Brigden Treasurer  Gary Ewart  South Thompson’s Bay 
Ron Doyle  Secretary  Dennis Seguin  Carnathan Bay 
Paul Lanctot   Member at Large Paul Lanctot  Norton’s Lane 
Cathy McConnell Member at Large  Randy McNaught Inawendawin Road  
Bob Brigden  Member at Large 

 Committee Chairs:
Social Director  Cathy McKenzie 
Beautification Comm. Ardith Symmes  
Safety Steward  Gary Ewart 
Lake Steward  Ted Hancocks 

14) Motion to adjourn at 12:10 PM     Randy McNaught, Eric Campbell, carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Ron Doyle 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

President’s Report – AGM       
 August 4, 2018 

Thanks to Area Directors and All Volunteers! 

Gary Ewart - South Thompson’s Bay   Ardith Symmes - Beautification 
Randy McNaught - Inawendawin Road  Stefan Zwaal - Creek monitoring 
Dennis Seguin - Carnathan Bay   Eric Campbell - Website 
Paul Lanctot - Norton’s Lane    Dana Sinclair - Facebook & Apparel 
Doug McKeown - Gant’s Bay   Cathy McKenzie - Social Chairperson 
Brenda Finnie - East Bay/#117   Bob Brigden - BBQ 
Ted Hancocks - South/East Shore & Lake Steward

FOCA MESSAGE (from Michelle Lewin): 
FOCA continues to work year-round on your behalf, on issues that matter to waterfront Ontario. Please 
visit the FOCA website for updates on current issues (such as the hydro pricing increases that FOCA has 
been following for some time now), and to subscribe for the free Elert (FOCA’s e-newsletter, that lands 
in your Inbox once a month throughout the year). Thank you for your ongoing support of FOCA’s work, 
as one of our 500 member Associations across the province! 

FOCA “Elert”: 
Changes still pending for Seasonal Electricity Customers 
Elimination of the “Seasonal Customer” Rate Class-FOCA continues to monitor this recommendation 
from Hydro One to the Ontario Energy Board.  FOCA’s website clarifies “seasonal property designation 
for further review. 

RENTERS:   Must be made aware of No Daytime Burning restrictions and/or Full Fire Ban’s. 
When using boats/seadoos the OPP restriction is NO WAKE within 30 meters of  shore. Our shorelines 
are eroding and the boat wake is a major contributor.  Let’s stay in the middle of the lake and reduce 
speed as we get closer to shore.  As Area Directors, please make sure all members are aware of the rules 
(fridge magnet reminder). 

Finally:  The Township of Lake of Bays has Noise By-laws that are enforced! 

RESPECT EACH OTHER’S PROPERTY AND BE A CONSIDERATE NEIGHBOUR!   



2017/2018 2018/2019 2018/2019 2019/2020
Actual Budget Actual Budget

March 31st End March 31st End March 31st End March 31st End

Opening Balance from Previous Year 6,910.75 6,613.63 6,613.63 6,424.76

INCOME
Membership Dues 4,200.00 4,400.00 4,520.00 4,520.00
Summerfest -Fund Raising 1,739.00 1,100.00 940.00 1,000.00
                      -Food Donations, Misc Sales 426.78 400.00 607.55 600.00
History Books
King Pig Roast Fundraiser 422.00
TOTAL INCOME 6,787.78 5,900.00 6,067.55 6,120.00

EXPENSES
Operation expenses 171.90 200.00 146.56 200.00
Newsletters and related costs 451.89 500.00 467.47 400.00
F.O.C.A. membership 531.25 535.00 535.00
Donations- Dorset Fire Dept 500.00 500.00 500.00
                  - DorsetCommunity Partnership 200.00
                  - HUB 500.00 500.00 500.00 500.00
                  - Enviromental
                  - Huntsville Hosp 500.00 300.00 300.00
                  - Bracebridge Hosp 500.00 300.00 300.00
                  - Safe Quiet Lakes 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00
                  -Muskoka Lakes Assoc 100.00
Paint Lake Beautification 419.23 250.00 291.92 300.00
General Liability Insurance 1,234.44 1,250.00 1,234.44 1,300.00
Senior Centre Meeting Room 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00
Summerfest/ Fun Day 1,429.19 1,500.00 1,394.63 2,000.00
HUB from King Fundraiser 422.00
Water Testing 268.00 268.15 300.00
History Books, Lake Plan Handout 1,000.00 1,000.00
Sound System 50.00 328.25
Tent 100.00

Total Expense 7,084.90 6,878.00 6,256.42 6,760.00

Gain / Loss for Year -297.12 -978.00 -188.87 -640.00

 Bank Balance at End of Year 6,613.63 5,635.63 6,424.76 5,784.76

**  $426 .00 on Book Balance Raised in 2015 for Creek Maintenance

President’s Report – AGM       
August 4, 2018 

I want to again thank our Board, Area Directors, various Committee Heads, volunteers, as well as our Facebook and 
Website specialists to make sure we continue to keep all our members up-to-date on what’s happening at Paint Lake.  
The support is truly appreciated. 

We continue to have new people join us on our Lake.  This is always exciting news and we can all help to make them feel 
welcome.  We continue to be visible with Lake of Bays Township and Dorset, especially for Community events and our 
Health Hub, which has received Full funding from the Provincial Government, after the initial 3-year trial period.   

This summer has created a different concern from last summer when it was wet and cool.  We just recently had a District 
of Muskoka Total Fire Ban lifted.  We, however, still have the No Daytime Burning ban.  If you have a neighbour with an 
outdoor fire, please ask them to put it out immediately.  This is a safety issue for everyone on the lake.  Sometimes 
renters are not made aware of the No Daytime Burning Ban, so please do your part in sharing this critical information with 
them.    

We want to be proactive as it relates to aquatic invasive species in our area.  Invasive species are defined as harmful, 
non-native plants, animals and micro-organisms whose introduction or spread threatens the environment, the economy, or 
society, including human health.  Dean Franklin is our point person and if you think you’ve seen an invasive species you 
should contact him at deanfranklin@rogers.com or drop in to speak with him at 1015 Speers Road.  He has a contact 
person, Brooke Forward, at the Invasive species outreach with the Muskoka Watershed Council.  Brooke will help identify 
invasive species as well as provide advice on potential sightings we may have.  We have also contacted The Township of 
Lake of Bays and along with Lake of Bays Association we now have a sign and posted at our boat launching ramp for all 
to see.  This sign reads: Clean+Dry+Drain Your Boat.  

We continue to be a member of the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association(FOCA) and will have a representative 
speak with us today.  This session will provide us with benefits and advantages of being a member.   

Best Regards and enjoy the summer, 

Tom     

Financials:


